THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE

The Russian attitude towards the League, towards the
whole problem of world order, has in the past been
that the disorder, and its resultant wars, arose from
the fact of Capitalism; that it could take no part in an
effort to protect or perpetuate *the Capitalist order7;
that it desired the overthrow of Capitalist govern-
ments. The Nazi revolution has changed it all: the
overthrow of existing Capitalist governments does
not at all necessarily make for the advance of
Communism; revolution, as Trotsky, in a recent
issue of the American Mercury admits, may set back
enormously the general advance of Socialism. And
the Socialists begin to see it.
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